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PREFACE 

This module is prepared to guide undergraduate students in understanding the 

fundamentals of Literary Criticism. This resource is designed to help you explore how literary 

texts are read, analyzed, and interpreted using various critical approaches. It introduces key 

concepts, theories, and methods that will strengthen your ability to think critically, read closely, 

and write clear and well-supported literary analyses. 

The module follows the learning process in literary studies from understanding texts 

and identifying critical issues to applying literary theories, analyzing themes and language, and 

writing critical essays. 

Each module includes learning objectives, guided readings, activities, and reflection 

exercises that encourage active engagement and practical application of critical concepts. 

Ultimately, this module aims to build your critical awareness, analytical skills, and 

appreciation of literature. May it serve as a helpful companion throughout your study of 

Literary Criticism, encouraging curiosity, thoughtful interpretation, and a commitment to 

academic excellence. 

Ana Marie J. Matalines 
Author 

Learning Resource Center
Highlight

Learning Resource Center
Highlight

Learning Resource Center
Highlight

Learning Resource Center
Highlight

Learning Resource Center
Oval

Learning Resource Center
Oval

Learning Resource Center
Highlight

Learning Resource Center
Rectangle

Learning Resource Center
Rectangle



 

ii       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary Criticism 
 

 

 
2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ana Marie J. Matalines, Ph.D 
Author 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Module 1 

 

ii iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 PAGE 

PREFACE i 

TITLE PAGE 

 

ii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS iii 

  

MODULE 1: Introduction to Literary Criticism 4 

  

Lesson 1: Purposes and Benefits of Literature Studies 6 

Lesson 2: Literary Criticism: Definitions, Analyses, and Interpretations 10 

Lesson 3: Theoretical Frameworks 14 

Lesson 4: Introduction to Literary Criticism Types 24 

Module Assessment 

Module Summary 

References 

32 

32 

33 

 

MODULE 2: Formalist and Reader Response Theories and Criticism 34 

 

Lesson 1: Formalist Theory and Criticism (Purpose and Features) 36 

Lesson 2: How to Write a Formalist Criticism Essay 40 

Lesson 3: Reader Response Theory and Criticism 43 

Lesson 4: How to Write a Reader Response Theory and Criticism Essay 

Module Assessment 

Module Summary 

References 

46 

48 

48 

49 

 

MODULE 3: Psychological and Feminist Theories and Criticism 50 

 

Lesson 1: Psychological Theory and Criticism (Purpose and Features) 52 

Lesson 2: How to Write a Psychological Criticism Essay 56 

Lesson 3: Feminist Theory and Criticism (Purpose and Features) 59 

Lesson 4: How to Write a Feminist Criticism Essay 

Module Assessment 

Module Summary 

References 

62 

65 

65 

66 

 

MODULE 4: Marxist and Deconstructionist Theories and Criticism 67 

 

Lesson 1: Marxist Theory and Criticism (Purpose and Features) 69 

Lesson 2: How to Write a Marxist Criticism Essay 73 

Lesson 3: Deconstructionist Theory and Criticism (Purpose and Features) 

Lesson 4: How to Write a Deconstructionist Criticism Essay 

Module Assessment 

Module Summary 

76 

79 

81 

82 



 
Module 1 

 

ii iii 

References 

 

APPENDICES 

1. Grammarian Certificate 

2. Course Outline 

3. Course Syllabus 

83 

 

 

84 

85 

100 

  

  
 




