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 Hello everyone, and welcome! I’m really excited to have you here as we begin this 
learning journey. Before we explore into anything technical, let’s take a step back and think 
about what Social Studies discipline really is. Social Studies 126 (Sociocultural Anthropology) 
presents an integrative exploration of anthropology as a vital discipline within the broader field 
of social studies, emphasizing its role in understanding human diversity, cultural practices and 
social structures. In this course, the principles of sociocultural anthropology examines how 
culture shapes identity, behavior and community life, with particular focus on the subject 
content and Philippine context. We’ll learn and understand how anthropological perspectives 
contribute to a deeper appreciation of the Indigenous Cultural Communities (ICCs) and 
Indigenous Peoples.   

We’ll also look at how Sociocultural Anthropology incorporate in a way that makes 
sense to learners and analyzing Philippine society. This course underscore the importance of 
legal framework that safeguard indigenous rights, notably the Indigenous Peoples’ Right Act 
(IPRA) of 1997, alongside other relevant national legislations that recognize, protect and 
promote the rights of IPs. It serves as instruments for social justice, cultural preservation and 
empowerment of historically marginalized communities. That means making it relevant, 
connected to real-life situations, and respectful of the diverse societal backgrounds students 
bring into the classroom. You’ll learn how to plan lessons that go beyond drills—lessons that 
engage students in using Sociocultural Anthropology content and Philippine societal context 
to tell their stories, understand others, and navigate the world around them.  

By the end of the semester, you’ll be able to design and manage demo teaching 
instruction and presentations linked with topics and coverage of the lesson that aim to foster 
critical awareness, cultural sensitivity and sense of responsibility among learners particularly 
Social Studies Students in engaging the concept and indigenous peoples’ knowledge. By 
understanding the complexities and challenges face by IPs/ICCs in the Philippines, students 
are encouraged to become informed and active contributors to include nation-building and the 
preservation of cultural diversity.   
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