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Seaweed Culture as a Livelihood Source:

A Case in Barangay Bato, Sta, Cruz, Davao de! Su「
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ABSTRACT

As an offshoot of the TechnoIogy imovation, Promotion, and Commercia=zation

Program (丁IPCP) initiated by Land Bank of the Ph匝Pines and DOS丁-Xl, this study was

COnducted to feature actual seaweed culture practices i= barangay Bato, Sta. Cruz, Davao

deI Sur・丁his initiative may be a way to provide inputs forthe deveiopment of strategies fo「

greater seaweed production. Specifica=y’the study aims to identify variations in cuIture

PraCtices, determine production, and provide venue for extending assistance to seaweed

growers. Purposive samp冊g was done and 73% of the actuaI seaweed growers in the

Site were interviewed. Besults show that most cuiture practices of seaweed growers両he

Study site vary from the recommended ones" Voiume of seaweed production, aS declared

by the respondents, is slightiy low but not quite far from the vaIues recorded forthe seaweed

farms i= Westem Mindanao. it was worth note taking that more than half of the seaweed

growers in barangay Bato finance the farms they operate and the rest are assisted by buy-

ers" This may ca= for a need of a sound financing scheme by funding instjtutions, Sim主

Iarly, the 10W PrOuCtio両n terms of voiume and income, may also be an important concem

Wherein interventions for technical assistance and marketing strategy have to be pursued.

1NTRODUCT!ON

Seaweeds are recognized as important fishery resource in the Ph帥ppines

because of their economic uses as food and as items of trade or as source of

iiveiihood (丁rono & Forfes, 1988). Seaweed farming has been one of the top foreign

exchange eamerforthe country" in 2001 , the Ph帥ppines is the third majorseaweed

PrOducer in the worid, afte「 China and Korea (Hurtado, 2003) The phycocolioids

(e.g・ agar, algin, Carrageenan), de「ived from djfferent species of seaweed, are

u帥zed in food and pharmaceuticaI products, This contributed much to seaweed

CIassification asan expo直COmmOdity" in fact, it is categorized by the DOS丁-STAND

as an `くexpo巾Winner’’,
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