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ABSTRACT
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The study aimed to analyze the factors to sugarcane production and
planting intentions of sugarcane farmers in Davao del Sur, Sarangani and
South Cotabato. The study utilized a descriptive-quantitative survey
research design, administered to the 89 selected medium-large scale
sugarcane farmers using sampling technique. The study used statistical
tools to analyze and describe the study. The results showed that the sector
was largely composed of aging farmers with limited formal education, which
may hinder the adoption of modern farming techniques. Farm-related
issues such as hilly/rolling terrains and dependence on rainwater
heightened vulnerability to climate variability. Economic and social factors
highlight farmers’ strong influence sugarcane production. Consistently,
correlational analysis showed that economic factors had the strongest and

appeared most significant to farmers' planting intentions. Multipie



regression confirmed economic factors as the sole predictor on farmers’
planting intentions. Based on the findings, the Department of Agriculture
and State Universities and Colleges should launch youth-targeted
agricultural programs in modern sugarcane farming techniques. The
government agencies should introduce mechanization suited for hilly/rolling
terrains including irrigation projects to reduce reliance on rainwater and
provide production support programs and policy efforts in strengthening
market prices, minimizing costs and access to affordable credit for the
sustainability of sugarcane farming.
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